
 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 
 

 

 
Assemblies and collective worship are a central focus of the community at Terling 

Primary School. They reflect the school aims to promote an ethos where every member 

of the community is valued and respected.  

 

Assemblies are held in accordance with the law, the statutes of the Church of England 
and the foundation of the school. Parents have the right to withdraw their children from 
acts of worship on religious grounds.  
 

Children and staff come to Terling from a variety of backgrounds most with little 

defined religious upbringing. In a Church school this presents us with both a difficulty 

and a challenge. We strongly believe that everyone has the capacity to experience the 

spiritual aspects of life.  

 

As we are a Church school our assemblies offer a Christian framework in story, symbol 

and doctrine from which we and the children may make sense of our experiences. 

However, although the school is rooted in the Christian tradition, we see spirituality as 

being for everyone and our acts of worship encourage the children to develop the skills 

of spiritual and moral growth as well as to teach them a specifically Christian belief 

structure. 

 

 

Specific aims: 

 

 To teach a Christian framework from which the children and we may make sense of 

life and from which children may learn to pray and worship by engaging in regular 

acts of worship. 

 

 To encourage children to develop the skills and aptitude for spiritual and moral 

growth. 

 

 To foster a sense of belonging and worth. 

 

 To provide children with opportunities for awe and wonder. 

 

 To widen children’s experience of life through outside speakers and assemblies.  

 

 

 



To meet these aims: 

 

The pattern of worship is as follows- 

Day Time  Grouping Leader 

 

Monday 10.10am Whole School Headteacher 

 

Tuesday 10.00am Hymn Practice 

Whole School 

Headteacher 

Wednesday 10.10am Whole School KS2 children 

Thursday 10.15am Whole School 

 

Rector 

Friday 10.10am Whole School Co-ordinated by a 

different class 

teacher each week. 

 

 

Themes: 

The themes of worship are varied, with set themes for the week or term that are 

organised on a daily pattern. Great flexibility is achieved through a mixture of planned 

themes and space that allows for personal choice or a reflection of current events and 

interests.  

 

The pattern is as follows- 

 

Day 

 

 

Theme 

Monday Thematic 

 

Tuesday Music based - Hymn 

 

Wednesday Thematic 

 

Thursday Thematic led by the Rector 

 

Friday  Sharing of work / achievements / celebration 

 

 

Thematic 

The themes used as a basis of materials for assemblies can be taken from ‘Seedtime’ of 

the LEA agreed syllabus for Religious Education, Barnabas in Schools website, 

Assembies.org or suggestions from the diocesan syllabus. Particular themes may be 

biblical or specifcally chosen to relate to other areas of school life. 

 

Music based 

Music assemblies are based on a song or a hymn and relate to the meaning in order that 

the children are properly prepared to sing them in worship. 

 

 



Pupil Choice 

The pupils in the junior part of the school plan and lead the Wednesday assembly by 

themselves. Help and guidance is given by teaching staff and others but the important 

element in this worship is that the pupils are given a choice and do not act as vehicles 

for teacher directed worship. Their choice of themes may result from current work, 

interests, particular concerns of pupils or the current weekly/termly theme. 

 

Rector’s Theme 

This varies and allows the Rector to introduce aspects of Church life, festivals etc., to 

the pupils. 

 

Sharing work / Achievements 

The final act of worship for the week allows for the celebration of the week’s work in 

school and of personal achievements by pupils.  

 

Foundation Stage Pupils: 

Although not required by law to have a daily act of worship the school does involve the 

pupils in worship. They attend all assemblies. 

 

Church Services: 

The school meets for worship in the Church on four occasions, Harvest, Christmas, 

Easter and Leaver’s Service.  

 

Hymns and Songs: 

Hymns and songs from a variety of sources are used. The words are displayed on an 

overhead projector. 

 

Prayers: 

A wide range of prayers and times for reflection are used, some set prayers are used.  

Use is also made of children’s written prayers and of extempore prayer. A quiet 

reflective time of silence is also used on occasions. 

 

Evaluations: 

Use is made of children’s thoughts on assemblies and ideas for future assemblies.  These 

are recorded in Classroom books. 

 

 

 

 


